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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an optical reader having a 
good reading signal S/N ratio in a high density optical memory 
using a proximate field light, an optical reading method and an 
optical recording medium. 

SOLUTION: This optical reader is provided with a probe 20 for 
generating a proximate field light, light sources 1 1 and 12 for 
emitting the light beams LB1 and LB2 of different wavelengths, 
optical elements 1 5 and 1 6 for guiding the light beams to the probe 
20, photodetectors 31 and 32 detecting light beams LBV and LB2' 
effused out of the probe 20 and transmitted through an optical 
recording medium 1, and a detecting circuit 37. The recording layer 
of the optical recording medium 1 has a recording pit formed to 
have larger transmittance with respect to the light beams LB1 and 
LB2, and a difference in detected values between the detectors 31 
and 32 is set as a reading signal. 
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